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Parks and Recreation  564.5418
 Adapted Recreation  564.5421
 Adult Sports  564.5422
 Aquatics   897.2680
 Community Services  963.7567
 Creeks and Water Quality 897.2658
 Cultural Arts  897.1982
 Golf   687.7087
 Senior Recreation Services 897.2519
 Street Trees  564.5434
 Teen Programs  897.2650
 Tennis    564.5517
 Youth Activities  564.5495
Police   897.2300
 Emergency Use  9-1-1
Public Works  564.5377
 ABOP Hotline*   560.7505 
 Cater Water Teatment Plant  897.2628
 Downtown Parking  963.1581 

 Distribution & Collection
  Water & Sewer Mains  564.5413 
  After Hours   963.4286
 El Estero Wastewater Plant  897.1910 
 Engineering  564.5363 
 Graffiti Hotline   897.2513
 Permit Counter   564.5388
 PotHole Hotline   897.2630
 Recycling   897.2624
 Street Light/Traffic Signal Hotline  564.5415 
 Street Maintenance  564.5413
 Transportation Operations 564.5394 
 Transportation Planning 564.5385 
 Trash Complaints  897.2618 
 Water Conservation Hotline  564.5460
 Water Resources Admin. 564.5387 
Waterfront    564.5531
 Harbor Patrol   564.5530
 Parking    564.5523

Area Code: (805) Website: www.ci.santa-barbara.ca.us

Airport   967.7111
City Administrator  564.5305
City Attorney  564.5326
City Clerk   564.5309
City Employment  564.5316
City-TV Channel 18  564.5311
Community Development 564.5502
 Building & Safety  564.5485
 Housing & Redevelopment 564.5461
 Planning   564.5470
Finance   564.5334
 Business Licenses  564.5346
 Purchasing  564.5349
 Water Billing  564.5343
Fire   965.5254
Library   962.7653
 Eastside Branch    963.3727
Mayor and Council  564.5318

*Automotive Products, Batteries, Used Motor Oil and Filters, Latex Paints
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Inside Santa Barbara
December program
begins:  Saturday,
December 6
at 6:30 p.m.

Airs December 6
through January 7:
Mon.   8:00 p.m.
Tues.   5:00 p.m.
Wed.   6:30 p.m.
Sat.   9:00 p.m.
Sun. 10:30 p.m.

Airing this month:
• Police Department Traffic/School Bus Safety Education
• Christmas Unity Shoppe Grand Opening
• City Antifreeze, Batteries, Used Motor Oil and Paint (ABOP)

Drop-off Facility
• Police Activities League
• Parks and Recreation 90-plus Annual Birthday Celebration
• Fire Department Haz Mat Response Vehicle
• Sheffield Reservoir Water Quality Project Update

For more information, contact Tony Ruggieri at
(805) 564-5311, City TV – Channel 18; or visit www.citytv18.com.

To our valued readers: Due to the large number of city water customers and 20 different billing cycles,
bills are mailed on a staggered basis throughout the month. For that reason, some of the dates and information

contained in “City News in Brief” may be out of date by the time your water bill reaches you.

The holidays are upon us!  Once again, it’s time for
parties, presents, shopping, festive food, and
celebrating with friends and family. Along with all the
fun and excitement, this time of year also brings
literally TONS of added waste.

From Thanksgiving to New Year’s, an estimated one
million tons of waste is generated nationwide, every
week. In fact, 38,000 miles of ribbon alone are thrown
away each year – enough to tie a bow around the
earth!

The City of Santa Barbara encourages everyone in
our community to “Deck the Halls” with less waste
this year. There are a number of simple steps that
each of us can take to not only REDUCE the amount
of waste created, but also to RE-USE materials and
of course, to RECYCLE whenever and wherever we
can!

GIFT WRAPPING
Wrapping paper accounts for much of the waste during
the holiday season.  Try some of these tips, and add
your own clever ideas to cut down on paper waste.

Creative wrapping paper substitutes include used
blueprint paper, the Sunday comics, or even the sports
section for a sports enthusiast. Design your own
wrapping paper using paper shopping bags: decorate
them with paints, crayons, or colored markers.

Re-use the wrapping paper, bows, and ribbons
from gifts you receive.

If you use traditional gift wrapping, always buy
recycled-content wrapping paper. If your store doesn’t
sell it, ask the manager to order it in the future.

If you send holiday cards, buy recycled-content
cards and envelopes; or make your own cards out of
last year’s cards and the wrapping paper you saved.

Did you get new appliances?  Instead of throwing
away the old ones, call your trash hauler for the most
appropriate disposal method. Consider donating your
old appliances, toys, games, or clothing to a local
charity or thrift store.

Before you recycle all the catalogs you received in the mail,
select the ones you don’t want to receive anymore and call
their toll-free numbers NOW to ask to be removed from their
list.

Shipping a gift? Re-use the foam peanuts from another
package or even better, use unbuttered popcorn as packing.

Drop off extra packaging materials at local private mailing
centers. The following businesses accept and recycle clean,
Styrofoam peanuts:

CopyRight Printing Systems in Goleta
(805) 685-2277

Mail Box Express II in Santa Barbara
(805) 963-3180
(Peanuts must be bagged, not boxed)

Santa Barbara Pack and Post in Santa Barbara
(805) 682-7940

Mail Boxes Etc.
Santa Barbara (805) 898-0011
Goleta (805) 697-2933
(Peanuts must be bagged, not boxed)
Santa Barbara (805) 962-8874
(Peanuts must be bagged, not boxed)
Santa Barbara (805) 962-0998
Montecito (805) 969-5888
Carpinteria (805) 566-9921

CHRISTMAS TREES
Trees and wreaths are among the final, fond remnants of the
holiday season.  Use these guidelines for proper disposal.

If you bought a live Christmas tree, be sure to plant it; or
consider donating it to a local school or nursing home to plant
on their grounds.

If you bought a cut tree, remove all decorations including tinsel,
lights, and tree stand before recycling.  In addition, if the tree is
taller than six feet, it must be cut shorter to fit into the hauler’s
truck.  If you have curbside collection service, take the tree to
the curb on your regular green waste pick-up day.  If you don’t
have curbside service, you can still recycle your tree by taking
it directly to your hauler.  Call your hauler for more information.

‘Tis The Season To…

Recycle!
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CHRISTMAS TREES
Check for color and scent.  A fresh tree
is deep green in color and has a strong
sent of pine.
Be sure that the needles do not readily
fall from the tree.
For pre-cut trees, make a new cut
approximately one inch above the old
cut.
Regularly check and maintain water
levels for trees.  Use a spray bottle to
mist wreaths.

SPACE HEATERS
Allow at least three feet of clearance
between heaters and furniture, drapes,
or other flammable materials.
Never place furniture directly over or in
front of heating vents.
Vacuum to remove fine dust and cob
webs which can block vents and cause
over-heating.
Call your electric or gas utility company
if you have questions about your heating
appliances.

DECORATIVE LIGHTS
Use lights that are UL approved.
Checks each light-set for broken or
cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires,
and loose connections before plugging
it into an electrical outlet.  Replace as
needed.
Do not overload electrical outlets.
Always turn off lights at bedtime, and
whenever you leave home.

Get Off National Mailing Lists
Write to the addresses below and ask to be placed in
a “suppress” file. Include a list of your name and
address in all the different ways they appear on your
junk mail. The Mail Preference Service places your
name in the suppress file for five years. The Direct
Marketing Association sends this list to its business
subscribers four times a year.

Mail Preference Service
Direct Marketing Association
P.O. Box 9008
Farmingdale, NY 11735-9008
Call (212) 768-7277, or visit
www.dmaconsumers.org

Notify Mailing List Brokers
Some companies specialize in collecting and
selling mailing lists. Write or call these
companies and ask to be placed in their
“suppress” files:

Donnelly Marketing, Inc.
Database Operations
416 South Bell
Ames, IA  50010
(888) 633-4402
(800) 223-7777

Experian
Consumer Services
901 West Bond
Lincoln, NE  68521
(800) 228-4571

Equifax
(800) 873-7655
Leave your name and address, to be
removed from mailing lists.

Reduce Coupons, Ads, Product Samples
Postal regulations require that all mailings be
identified, and that all lose-leaf bundles of fliers
be delivered with an address card. Locate the
card, which usually has an advertisement and a
photo of a missing child. Then call directory
assistance for the sender’s phone number and
ask to get off the list. Also contact:

Did You Know…?
Advertising and direct marketing
account for a whopping 86% of
all postal mail by volume. That’s
according to Waste News, a
trade publication for the waste
management industry.

CANDLES
Never use candles on a tree, wreath, or
near other flammable decorations.
Don’t place lit candles in windows where
blinds, curtains, shades, or shutters can
close over them.

Holiday Safety Tips
Don’t invite fire hazards into your home over the holidays.

The City of Santa Barbara Fire Department offers these simple,
household tips to help you celebrate safely this holiday season.

Brace yourself! Piles of unwanted mail and
catalogs are on their way to your mailbox.
Here are some resourceful ways to stop the
paper tiger from taking a bite out of your
holiday spirit.

ADVO
Mail comes with pictures of missing
children.
Call (860) 285-6100 to get off this list.

Val-Pak Coupons
Call (800) 676-6878, and choose
Option 3 to get off this list.

Carol Wright
Call (732) 287-8833, and choose
Option 3 to get off this list.

Avoid Warranty Cards
Companies use warranty cards to create mailing lists,
and to inform customers about product recalls. When
you purchase a product, you may be covered by the
manufacturer’s warranty, even if you don’t send in
the warranty card. Check with the manufacturer to
find out if you’re already covered, and keep the receipt
as proof of purchase. Write or call National
Demographics and Lifestyles to be removed from lists
created from warranty cards.

National Demographics &
Lifestyles
Customer Service Department
1621 18th Street, #300
Denver, CO  80202
(800) 525-3533

Other Junk Mail

America Online Discs
Call (800) 827-6364;
Fax (800) 827-4595
(6 a.m.-2 a.m. EST) to get off this list.

Publisher’s Clearinghouse
Sweepstakes
Call (800) 645-9242, and choose
Option 1, then Option 0.
(8:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. EST), or e-mail
pch@ant.net.

Please! Recycle junk mail
that you do receive.


